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Simone Cheong, MSHSA, MSN, CMSRN, RN
Karen Vassell, MBA
Background

Outcomes

• CDC states nearly half of school-aged children
miss three or more days of school due to
illness; with a combined nearly 60 million
school days lost each year due to colds and
flu.
• Prior to COVID-19 pandemic, hospital-based
nurses collaborated with hospital’s
Community Relations team to provide inperson infection prevention and control
education to its local schools.

• Organizational support of nurses collaborating
with Community Relations team, resulted in
thousands of local school children continuing
to receive important infection prevention and
control information in wake of COVID-19
pandemic.
• Over 3,400 and over 3,600 students received
virtual education in 2020 and 2021
respectively.
• Although these numbers are lower than the
4,400 receiving in-person education in 2019,
the virtual platform allowed students, who
would otherwise not receive this vital
information, to be educated throughout
pandemic.
• Many teachers and school administrators
praised hospital’s continued community
education outreach in light of challenges of
these unprecedented times.

Project Goals/Objectives
• Goal of initiative was to continue to support
hospital-based nurses’ participation in
infection prevention and control education in
local schools by changing from in-person to
innovative virtual presentations during a
pandemic.

Kimberly Cantor RN demonstrates proper handwashing
technique to school children via virtual platform.

Discussion

Methods of Implementation
• December of 2020, one acute care hospital’s
Community Relations team collaborated with
hospital-based nurses to change its in-person
presentation format to virtual.
• Nurses “on the clock” were provided time by
their leaders to participate in virtual hand
hygiene and mask promotion infection
prevention education.
• Nurses also volunteered their time for which
a certificate of participation was provided for
use to support advancement in clinical ladder
program.
• Virtual infection prevention education
continued throughout 2021.

• Nurses, as the most trusted profession, carry
much influence when educating about health
and wellness.
• Magnet organizations that provide the
structure and support by which nurses offer
community outreach, leverage their culture of
nursing excellence to influence communitywide health and wellness.

Contact Information
Shersey Ginory, RN discusses importance of mask
wearing for infection prevention to school children via
virtual platform.
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